o
(o]
2
o)
(o]
=<
o
==
A
=
o
2
@
()
o
ml-
=<
e)
c
-
1
)
~
=
1)
-
)

A 6-WEEK, NO-HOMEWORK BIBLE STUDY
MORE THAN 700,000 SOLD IN THE SERIES

—HOW

Your

DO You

Know God’s
—ather?

Kay Arthur, David & BJ Lawson

PRECEPT MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL mnante

BBBBBBBBBBBB



47 minute

BBBBBBBBBBBB

How Do You
<Know God’s
Your Father?

Kay Arthur, David & BJ Lawson

PRECEPT MINISTRIES INTERNATIONAL



How Do You KNow GOD’s YOUR FATHER?
PUBLISHED BY WATERBROOK PRESS
12265 Oracle Boulevard, Suite 200
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80921

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the New American
Standard Bible® (NasB). © Copyright The Lockman Foundation 1960, 1962, 1963,
1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995. Used by permission. (www.Lockman.org)

Italics in Scripture quotations reflect the author’s added emphasis.
ISBN 978-0-307-45762-2
Copyright © 2001 by Precept Ministries International

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form
or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or
by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from

the publisher.

Published in the United States by WaterBrook Multnomah, an imprint of the Crown
Publishing Group, a division of Random House Inc., New York.

WATERBROOK and its deer colophon are registered trademarks of Random House Inc.

Printed in the United States of America
2009

10987654321

SPECIAL SALES

Most WaterBrook Multnomah books are available at special quantity discounts when
purchased in bulk by corporations, organizations, and special-interest groups. Custom
imprinting or excerpting can also be done to fit special needs. For information, please
e-mail SpecialMarkets@WaterBrookMultnomah.com or call 1-800-603-7051.



HOW DO YOU
KNOW GOD’S
YOUR FATHER?

uring Jesus' ministry He turned to some reli-
Dgious leaders and said, “You are of your father
the devil” (John 8:44). What an affront that must
have been to men who thought they had God as their
father.

What does a genuine Christian look like? Have
you ever wondered? And what about you? Are you a
Christian? Do you know you are going to heaven? Or
can a person know for sure?

We have often counseled people who are strug-
gling with doubts about their relationship with God.
It is a miserable way to live—always wondering,
always hoping, but never certain. They have no joy, no

peace, no confidence—only anguish.



How Do You Know God’s Your Father?

With eternity hanging in the balance, you need to
know where you stand with God. In other words,
who’s your father—God or the devil?

For the next six weeks we will study 1 John together
and seek answers to this question. Sometimes the truth
will excite you, sometimes you will praise God for
revealing Himself to you, and sometimes the truth will
make you uncomfortable. Very uncomfortable. The
truth does that. But please dont quit; the truth will

also set you free.




WEEK ONE

One of Jesus’ disciples, John, wrote five of the books in the Bible. One
of them, a letter known as 1 John, was written to answer our question:

“How do you know God’s your Father?” We'll begin our study by let-

ting John tell us exactly why he wrote this letter.

OBSERVE
Leader: Read aloud 1 John 1:1-4; 2:1-2,26;
and 5:13, reprinted for you in the sidebars on
pages 3-5.
o Underline the words write, writing, or
written with a squiggly line like this:
NAAANAAY

Have the group say aloud the words they are
marking. This way no one will miss marking

the word. Do this throughout the study.

DISCUSS

« Look at each place you have marked the
word write. According to these verses,
why is John writing this letter? What are

the reasons he gives?

1 What was from
the beginning, what
we have heard, what
we have seen with our
eyes, what we have
looked at and touched
with our hands, con-
cerning the Word of
Life—

2 and the life was
manifested, and we
have seen and testify
and proclaim to you
the eternal life, which
was with the Father
and was manifested

to us—



4 How Do You Know God’s Your Father?

3 what we have seen e Whats the last reason John gives in
and heard we proclaim 1 John 5:13?
to you also, so that you
too may have fellowship
with us; and indeed our
fellowship is with the
Father, and with His

Son Jesus Christ.

4 These things we
write, so that our joy

may be made complete.

m ° \Why do you think 1t was important that

' My lictle children, infs readers know that they have eternal
ife?

I am writing these
things to you so that
you may not sin. And
if anyone sins, we have
an Advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the

righteous;

2 and He Himself is
the propitiation for our
sins; and not for ours
only, but also for those

of the whole world.




Week One 5

e What does 1 John 5:13 tell you about
eternal life? So many people say you won't
know if you'll get into heaven until you
stand before God and He weighs the
good against the bad. According to 1 John
5:13, is that true?

These things I have
written to you con-
cerning those who are

trying to deceive you.

These things I have
written to you who
believe in the name of
the Son of God, so that
you may know that

you have eternal life.
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IR 0BSERVE

1 What was from
the beginning, what
we have heard, what
we have seen with our
eyes, what we have
looked at and touched
with our hands, con-
cerning the Word of
Life—

2 and the life was
manifested, and we
have seen and testify
and proclaim to you
the eternal life, which
was with the Father and

was manifested to us—

3 what we have seen
and heard we proclaim
to you also, so that you
too may have fellowship
with us; and indeed our
fellowship is with the
Father, and with His

Son Jesus Christ.

Leader: Read aloud 1 John 1:1-3 again.
This time instruct the group to mark. ..

« every reference to the author by putting

a box around every we and our: ]

« the Word of Life (which is a reference

to Jesus Christ) and any other synonyms

with a cross: —t—

DISCUSS
e What do you learn about John from

marking references to we and our?

« What do you learn from marking the ref-
erences to Jesus Christ, the Word of Life?

« Why do you think John is telling this to
the recipients of this letter? What would
this information do for them? Does it

mean anything to you?
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WRAP IT UP

John was an eyewitness of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. He was a disciple, a student of Jesus. He was even one of the
select group of twelve, an apostle. He had a commission from Jesus
Christ to speak and to write with His authority. We are studying the
words of a man who knew Jesus intimately, personally. He walked with
Him, ate with Him, and listened to Him as He taught. What John has
written is inspired by God and without any error at all. Therefore we
need to hear and heed what the Holy Spirit says.

God is light and in Him there is no darkness at all. Those who
claim to have fellowship with Him must walk in the light. The ques-
tion is, are you walking in the light? To walk in the light is to live your
life in such a way that, no matter who is watching, you never have rea-
son to be ashamed of what you are doing. Are you letting your light
shine before men in such a way that they see your good works and glo-
rify God?

The apostle John, in writing this letter, wants us to know whether
or not we have eternal life. Everything we study in this letter relates to
this purpose. You need to know. You must know. Eternity hangs in the
balance. Do you have eternal life? Are you walking in the lighe?

Next week we will continue in our study of 1 John. We will learn
more about the characteristics of a child of God and, by comparison,

the characteristics of a child of the devil.
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